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In October, Latah Sanitation began a four-week process of painting over the placards on the
lids of all recycling totes placed out for service, which listed some materials no longer
accepted with these new changes. During these visits, information packets were left which
explained the changes and also included a new list of acceptable materials. In November,
Moscow Recycling began enforcing the new recycling guidelines. Customers placing
materials into their recycling tote that were no longer accepted received a red
contamination tag and the tote was left unemptied. The contamination tag asked
customers to call Moscow Recycling and/or remove the unacceptable items in order to be
serviced on the next scheduled collection date. If customers received a contamination tag
and called Moscow Recycling, staff from Moscow Recycling offered to make a house call.
At a house call, a representative from Moscow Recycling would make arrangements to visit
your home to provide education on the new program changes and physically audit your
recycling, with you, to identify items no longer accepted. Acceptable recycling materials
resulting from the house call were then transported to Moscow Recycling and
unacceptable materials were placed in the customer's trash. The contamination rate for
Moscow’s curbside recycling was nearing 10% prior to these contamination tagging actions
and over 400 house calls performed. In a most recent characterization of Moscow’s
curbside recycling, we are happy to announce that the contamination rate has dropped to
2%! While the number of totes being tagged as contaminated has reduced significantly over
the past several months, there are still totes out in the community being left unemptied and
tagged because of contamination. If your recycling tote has not been serviced, please
contact Moscow Recycling at 208-882-0590, as this is most likely the reason. Below you
will see the breakdown of materials resulting from the latest characterization of the
curbside mixed recycling program.
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In July 2017, the global recycling market started to change. China, who previously served as
the end market for roughly half of the world’s recyclables, stopped accepting the world's
recycling. The Chinese government imposed new regulations known as “National Sword
2017” and “Blue Sky 2018” which restricted the import of low grade and contaminated
recyclables. These restrictions have caused worldwide impacts on recycling. Ultimately,
these regulations caused a dramatic flood to the domestic market in the United States.
Domestic processors do not have the capability or infrastructure to handle the excess
tonnage of low-grade materials which are no longer being accepted by China. Due to these
global changes, the City of Moscow, at the discretion of City Council, decided to eliminate
some low-grade materials previously accepted in the City curbside mixed recycling
program. The goal was to ensure that everything put into recycling totes was ultimately
being recycled. So, beginning in October 2018, the City of Moscow scaled back the list of
items that were accepted in the curbside mixed recycling program.
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Answer: They can all be composted at home except the meat bones.
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How Curbside Mixed
Recycling Works
FOLLOWING AN ALUMINUM CAN
Latah Sanitation services your
curbside mixed recycling tote
and takes materials to Moscow
Recycling.

Recycle your
empty can.

Bury an Egg and See
What Happens…
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Break an eggshell near the top and
pour out the egg.
Make scrabbled eggs with an adult.
Put dirt and seedlings in the big egg
shell (no need to rinse it out).
Add water and put the egg back in
the egg carton.
When the seedlings sprout, bury the
egg shell in the soil so the tops of the
seedlings poke out.
The egg shell will decompose,
feeding your seedling’s soil!

This process
takes around
60 days.

Can Week | April 16-20th
Join us in celebration of Earth Day for Can Week. Tuesday through
Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Moscow Recycling buys cans for a
higher about than normal. The price per pound will be determined
the week before the event. Daily prizes will be awarded! Questions?
208.882.0590.

Free Shred Day | April 20th
Stop by the Latah County Fairgrounds between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.
Professional shredding of up to three paper grocery bags per Latah
County resident. NO COMMERCIAL. Questions? 208.883.5706

Latah Sanitation Community Day | June 29th
Come out to the Latah Sanitation Transfer Station from 12 p.m. to 3
p.m. to learn more about your landfill and recycling provider. This
is a family friendly event. Kids games, food, and rides in equipment.
Follow us on Facebook @latahsanitation for more details.

Latah County Fair Recycled Art Contest | September 18th
At Moscow Recycling,
mixed recycling is baled
and shipped off to a
Material Recovery
Facility (MRF).

Egg shells have lots of minerals that help
plants grow, like calcium, nitrogen and
phosphoric acid. Adding an egg to your soil
will make your plants very happy.

Special Events:

Get creative with aluminum cans! Divisions include Adult, Youth,
and Group. All art must be made from items destined for recycling.
Submit your art at the Latah County Fair Grounds on September
18th from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Questions? 208.882.0590.

Reminders:
Recycling and Garbage Collection
Roll-carts should be placed out by 7a.m. Tip: Summer is a great time
to use a sprayer attached to a hose to wash out collection totes.

Household Hazardous Waste Summer Hours Begin
At the MRF, aluminum is
sorted from other materials
through an eddy current
separator.
Aluminum is shredded.

Cans are filled with
your favorite drink!

New aluminum
cans are made.

Shredded
aluminum is
heated to over
700 degrees
Celsius.

Starting April 1st, the Household Hazardous Waste Facility will be
open every Saturday. Hours of operation are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Holiday Collection Schedule
There will be no garbage or curbside recycling collection on
Memorial Day, Fourth of July, or Labor Day. If your collection day
falls on or after one of these holidays your collection day will be one
day late. All collections will be caught up by the following Saturday.

Need More Info?
Latah Sanitation Inc.
Monday– Saturday
8 a.m.—4 p.m.
Phone: 208.882.5724
3299 HWY 8 East
Moscow, ID 83843

Moscow Recycling
Tuesday—Saturday
9:30 a.m.—5:30 p.m.
Phone: 208.882.0590
401 N. Jackson Ave.
Moscow, ID 83843

City of Moscow
Sanitation Department
Monday—Friday
8 a.m.—5 p.m.
Phone: 208.883.7131

